
 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ August 30, 2026 

Divine Service Setting 4, p. 203 ~ Pastor Rob Morris 

Welcome & Prelude  
 Organ Sonata no.4, I Allegro con Brio ~ F. Mendelssohn (9:30am) 
 Fantasia ~ J. Pachelbel (4 pm) 

 

Hymn of Invocation 525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 Revelation 19:12, 16; Hebrews 2:9; Revelation 5:11–14; Philippians 2:9–11 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 

and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the 

infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 

the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Kneel/Sit 

Silence for reflection on the commands in God's Word and for self-

examination. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand  



Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47; LSB p. 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

C Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and 

shame of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take 

up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads; through 

the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 15:15–21 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Jeremiah, chapter 15. 

15O LORD, you know; 

 remember me and visit me, 

 and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance take me not away; 

 know that for your sake I bear reproach. 
16Your words were found, and I ate them, 

 and your words became to me a joy 

 and the delight of my heart, 

for I am called by your name, 

 O LORD, God of hosts. 
17I did not sit in the company of revelers, 

 nor did I rejoice; 

I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 

 for you had filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unceasing, 

 my wound incurable, 

 refusing to be healed? 

Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, 

 like waters that fail? 
19Therefore thus says the LORD: 

“If you return, I will restore you, 

 and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 

 you shall be as my mouth. 

They shall turn to you, 

 but you shall not turn to them. 
20And I will make you to this people 

 a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you, 

 but they shall not prevail over you, 

for I am with you 

 to save you and deliver you, 

declares the LORD. 
21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 

 and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Psalm Psalm 26 

A We say together the Psalm reading for today: 

C 1Vindicate me, O LORD, 

 for I have walked in my integrity, 

 and I have trusted in the LORD without wavering. 
2Prove me, O LORD, and try me; 

 test my heart and my mind. 
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 

 and I walk in your faithfulness. 

4I do not sit with men of falsehood, 

 nor do I consort with hypocrites. 
5I hate the assembly of evildoers, 

 and I will not sit with the wicked. 

6I wash my hands in innocence 

 and go around your altar, O LORD, 
7proclaiming thanksgiving aloud, 

 and telling all your wondrous deeds. 

8O LORD, I love the habitation of your house 

 and the place where your glory dwells. 
9Do not sweep my soul away with sinners, 

 nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 
10in whose hands are evil devices, 

 and whose right hands are full of bribes. 

11But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity; 

 redeem me, and be gracious to me. 
12My foot stands on level ground; 

 in the great assembly I will bless the LORD. 
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Epistle Romans 12:9–21 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 12. 

 9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 
10Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 

showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 
15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in 



harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the 

lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought 

to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it 

depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance 

is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is 

hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so 

doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by 

evil, but overcome evil with good. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 16:21–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 

scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took 

him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! 

This shall never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting 

your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever 



would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 

will find it. 26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world 

and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? 27For 

the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his 

Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has 

done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not 

taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

 

Conversation with the Children 

 

Hymn of the Day 753 All for Christ I Have Forsaken 

 Philippians 3:7–14; Matthew 10:38–39; Luke 9:62; Revelation 2:10 

 

 

 
Text: Calvin Chao, 1906–96; tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000765 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 
Stand 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church  Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3 

Following the prayers, people may greet one another in the name of the 

Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; LSB p. 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on 

us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless 

love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death 

that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the 

dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 

overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 

Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all 

their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You 

promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 

blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 

body and blood. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

  



The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution Instructions 

*Gluten-free hosts are available in the small bowl; and alcohol-free wine 

in individual cups in the center of the tray. Please indicate to server if 

you need one of these. 



Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32; LSB p. 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

C O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who 

in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, 

we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 

Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
 Matthew 16:24; 1 Peter 4:12–13; Matthew 10:38–39; Romans 6:2–5, 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000765  Tune: Public domain 

Postlude  Fugue in C Minor, BWV 537/2 ~ J.S. Bach (9:30 am) 

 Prelude in F Major ~ J.S. Bach (4 pm) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Card 

A special welcome to today’s guests & visitors. If you’d like us to follow-up 
with you, simply indicate this on the attendance insert.  
 
Members, the insert helps keep church records & the directory current. 
Please fill out one for your household, noting first names, communion 
attendance, & include any info changes for the church directory.  
 
Kindly leave it in the offering plate on your way out. Thank you. 
 
 

Weekly Newsletter and Prayer Emails 

Thank you for being a community that prays for one another.  

To stay up to date with our newsletter and prayer announcements, please 

provide a current email address.  

• To request prayer or update us, email: ctknewtown@protonmail.com 

• For urgent needs/pastoral care, please contact the church office. 
 

 

An Invitation 

Members are invited to participate as volunteers: 

• For consideration as an usher, reader, or communion set-up, or about hosting 

fellowship hour or joining the choir, please email the church office.  

All are invited to participate in various church events & activities: 

• Altar flower sponsorship: see the narthex calendar for details & openings. 

• Activities & event attendance: sign up as announced. 

 

 

Faithful God, whose mercies are new to us every morning,  
we humbly pray that You would look upon us in mercy and 

renew us by Your Holy Spirit. Keep safe our going out and our 
coming in, and let Your blessing remain with us this week. 

Preserve us in Your righteousness, and grant us portion in that 
eternal life, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 



From Luther’s Heidelberg Disputation, 1518 

He is not righteous who does much, but he who, without 

work, believes much in Christ. For the righteousness of God 

is not acquired by means of acts frequently repeated, as 

Aristotle taught, but it is imparted by faith, for “he who through 

faith is righteous shall live” (Rom. 1:17), and “Man believes with his heart and so 

is justified” (Rom. 10:10).  

Therefore I wish to have the words without work understood in the following 

manner: Not that the righteous person does nothing, but that his works do 

not make him righteous, rather that his righteousness creates works. For 

grace and faith are infused without our works. After they have been imparted the 

works follow. Thus Rom. 3:20 states, “No human being will be justified in His 

sight by works of the law” and “For we hold that man is justified by faith apart 

from works of law” (Rom. 3:28). In other words, works contribute nothing to 

justification. Therefore man knows that works which he does by such faith are not 

his but God’s. For this reason he does not seek to become justified or glorified 

through them, but seeks God. His justification by faith in Christ is sufficient to 

him. Christ is his wisdom, righteousness, etc., as 1 Cor 1:30 has it, that he himself 

may be Christ’s vessel and instrument (operatio seu instrumentum). 

The law says, “do this,” and it is never done. Grace says, “believe in this,” 

and everything is already done. The first part is clear from what has been stated 

by the Apostle and his interpreter, St. Augustine, in many places. And it has been 

stated … that the lawworks wrath and keeps all men under the curse. The second 

part is clear from the same sources, for faith justifies. And the law commands 

what faith obtains. For through faith Christ is in us, indeed, one with us. Christ is 

just and has fulfilled all the commands of God, wherefore we also fulfill 

everything through Him since He was made ours through faith.  

Actually one should call the work of Christ an acting work (operans) and our 

work an accomplished work (operatum), and thus an accomplished work 

pleasing to God by the grace of the acting work. Since Christ lives in us 

through faith so He arouses us to do good works through that living faith in His 

work, for the works which He does are the fulfilment of the commands of God 

given us through faith. If we look at them we are moved to imitate them.  

For this reason the Apostle says, “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 

children” (Eph. 5:1). Thus deeds of mercy are aroused by the works through 

which He has saved us, as St. Gregory says: “Every act of Christ is instruction for 

us, indeed, a stimulant. If His action is in us it lives through faith, for it is 

exceedingly attractive according to the verse, “Draw me after You, let us make 

haste” (Song of Sol. 1:4) toward the fragrance “of Your anointing oils” (Song of 

Sol. 1:3), that is, Your works.” 



 

Today's Volunteers & Worship Staff 

August 30, 2026  

Reader: Kirsten Balancia 

Communion Assistants: Rob Balancia, Bud Williams 

Acolyte/Crucifer: Orion Lowery, Sam Wolfard 

 Chancel: Kirsten Balancia 

Communion Preparation: Hella Westerfeld 

Coffee Hour Hosts: Carole Woolery, Lindsay Miller 

Organist/Director of Music: Bev Thompson 

8/30 Organist 9:30 am:  Elijah Morris 

Guitar: Peter Obre 

 

Today's Flowers 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God, with praise to our Lord, 

by Paula DiMartino in memory of husband Louie’s birthday and 2nd 

anniversary in heaven. 
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And He has a name written on His robe and on His thigh: 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

Revelation 19:16 


