
 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ August 23, 2026 

Divine Service Setting 4, p. 203 ~ Pastor Rob Morris 

Welcome & Prelude Cantabile ~ D. Laskey (9:30 am) 
 

Hymn of Invocation 818 In Thee Is Gladness 

 John 16:20-22; 1 Peter 1:6-9; Psalm 30:11-12; Romans 8:38-39 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 

and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the 

infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 

the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Sit 

Silence for reflection on the commands in God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand  



Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47; LSB p. 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

C Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to 

know Your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life that 

we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ and steadfastly 

walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sit 



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 51:1–6 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 51. 
1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 

 you who seek the LORD: 

look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

 and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2Look to Abraham your father 

 and to Sarah who bore you; 

for he was but one when I called him, 

 that I might bless him and multiply him. 
3For the LORD comforts Zion; 

 he comforts all her waste places 

and makes her wilderness like Eden, 

 her desert like the garden of the LORD; 

joy and gladness will be found in her, 

 thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4“Give attention to me, my people, 

 and give ear to me, my nation; 

for a law will go out from me, 

 and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5My righteousness draws near, 

 my salvation has gone out, 

 and my arms will judge the peoples; 

the coastlands hope for me, 

 and for my arm they wait. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

 and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens vanish like smoke, 

 the earth will wear out like a garment, 

 and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; 

but my salvation will be forever, 

 and my righteousness will never be dismayed.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 138 

A We say together the Psalm reading for today: 

C 1I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

 before the gods I sing your praise; 
2I bow down toward your holy temple 

 and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and 



your faithfulness, 

 for you have exalted above all things 

 your name and your word. 
3On the day I called, you answered me; 

 my strength of soul you increased. 

4All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD, 

 for they have heard the words of your mouth, 
5and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, 

 for great is the glory of the LORD. 
6For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly, 

 but the haughty he knows from afar. 

7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

 you preserve my life; 

you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, 

 and your right hand delivers me. 
8The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; 

 your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. 

 Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Epistle Romans 11:33—12:8 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 11. 

 33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

 or who has been his counselor?” 
35“Or who has given a gift to him 

 that he might be repaid?” 

36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be 

glory forever. Amen. 

 1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 

discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with 

sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and the members 



do not all have the same function, 5so we, though many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members one of another. 6Having gifts that differ 

according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 

proportion to our faith; 7if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in 

his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 

contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who 

does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 16:13–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 

his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they 

said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah 

or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! 

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 

heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19I will give you 

the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 



heaven.” 20Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he 

was the Christ. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

Conversation with the Children 
 

Hymn of the Day 587 I Know My Faith Is Founded 
 2 Timothy 1:12; John 17:8; Luke 17:5; 1 Peter 1:3-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Sermon 
 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the 

Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity 

of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

 

  



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; LSB p. 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on 

us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless 

love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death 

that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the 

dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 

overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 

Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all 

their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You 

promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 

blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 

body and blood. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

  



The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution Instructions 

*Gluten-free hosts are available in the small bowl; and alcohol-free wine 

in individual cups in the center of the tray. Please indicate to server if 

you need one of these. 

 
Stand 



Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32; LSB p. 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

C We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



Hymn to Depart 645 Built on the Rock 
 Matthew 16:13–18; Ephesians 2:19–22; 1 Corinthians 3:11–16; Acts 17:24 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. 
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Postlude Trumpet Tune in D Major ~ D. Johnson (9:30 am) 

  



Martin Luther on Matthew 16:13-20 
 

Who do men say that I am? Christ asks what the people 

say of Him…Then He takes occasion to reveal Himself to 

the apostles. Here we shall learn what Christ really is, how 

we shall regard Him, and what we shall believe concerning 

Him. For everything depends upon having a correct knowledge of Christ. 
 

Some say, John the Baptist. They did not mean that He was the same 

person, (that would be too stupid,) but that He came with such authority, 

office and spirit as John, Elijah or Jeremiah…Human reason and flesh can 

conceive of Christ only as a pious man, who sets a good example… But 

heaven is still closed to him who receives & knows Christ only as holy man. 
 

Whom say ye that I am? Note here, that He does not ask Peter alone, but all 

the disciples together. For from this we must draw the conclusion, that the 

answer of Peter (v. 16,) and afterwards the reply of Christ (v. 17-19,) are not 

to be applied to Peter’s single person.  
 

Thou art the Christ. This is a short confession, but the real kernel of the 

whole Scripture… 
 

The Son of the living God. …To know and confess Christ correctly, it is not 

enough to say the words, but to believe in the heart, that this Jesus, born of 

the virgin, is the Son of God who came into the world and became man, that 

He might bruise the devil’s head, remove the curse under which all men rest 

on account of sin, and bring us again into a state of grace. 
 

Flesh and blood hath not revealed it. …Such faith, He says, is not a human 

thought; the Father must awaken it by His word and Spirit... 
 

Thou art Peter. As if He would say, Thou hast a right to be called by this 

name…for thy faith and confession is rock-like, firm and certain. 
 

Upon this rock will I build my church. That is, upon thy confession of 

faith, which makes thee a rock and upon this doctrine I will build my church. 

… He speaks of Himself {also} when He says, “And upon this rock,” etc. 

Upon this rock, that is, upon Me, not upon thee… Christ permitted Peter to 

fall (v. 22) that we should not regard him as the rock, nor build upon him. 
 

The keys of the kingdom of heaven. Such a treasure has the church; that is, 

the people or assembly, who confess with Peter that Jesus is the Christ and 
the Son of the living God. 
 

Tell no man... Christ forbids that He should be made known as the Christ 

before the accomplishment of His sufferings; yea, He concedes that it must 

be previously announced to them, in order that afterwards, when His 

sufferings had come, they might not doubt. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Card 

A special welcome to today’s guests & visitors. If you’d like us to follow-up 
with you, simply indicate this on the attendance insert.  
 
Members, the insert helps keep church records & the directory current. 
Please fill one out for your household, noting first names, communion 
attendance, & any info changes.  
 

Kindly leave it in the offering plate on your way out. Thank you. 
 
 

Weekly Newsletter and Prayer Emails 

Thank you for being a community that prays for one another.  
To stay up to date with our newsletter and prayer announcements, please 

provide a current email address.  

• To request prayer or update us, email: ctknewtown@protonmail.com 

• For urgent needs/pastoral care, please contact the church office. 
 

 

An Invitation 

Members are invited to participate as volunteers: 

• For consideration as an usher, reader, or communion set-up, or about hosting 

fellowship hour, please email the church office.  

All are invited to participate in various church events & activities: 

• Altar flower sponsorship: see the narthex calendar for details & openings. 

• Activities & event attendance: sign up as announced. 

• Youth and children’s ministry events: contact the church office. 

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures  
to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that,  

by patience and comfort of Your Holy Word, we may embrace, 
and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life;  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 



 

Today's Volunteers & Worship Staff 

August 23, 2026  

Reader: Elizabeth Lowery 

Communion Assistants: Dan Swanson, John Rau 

Acolyte/Crucifer: Charlotte Lowery, Grace Wolfard 

 Chancel: Carolyn Mandarano 

Communion Preparation: Charlotte Pavlides, Lynn Sandor 

Coffee Hour Hosts: Diane Dalton, Stephanie Webberley 

Organist/Director of Music: Bev Thompson 

Guitar: Peter Obre 

 

Today's Flowers 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God, with praise to our Lord 
by James Leo in memory of Marilyn J. Leo. 
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And He has a name written on His robe and on His thigh: 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

Revelation 19:16 


