
 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ August 2, 2026 

Divine Service Setting 4, p. 203 ~ Pastor Rob Morris 

Welcome & Prelude (9:30 am): Nun Dankest Lake Gott. ~ Unknown 

 

Hymn of Invocation 895 Now Thank We All Our God 

 Psalm 107:21–22; Ephesians 5:19; Psalm 105:1–2; Psalm 37:5–6, 39–40 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Rinckart, 1586–1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 

and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the 

infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 

the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Kneel/Sit 

Silence for reflection on the commands in God's Word and for self-

examination. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stand  



Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47; LSB p. 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

C Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still 

You provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your 

Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for 

all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 



Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:1–5 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 55. 

1“Come, everyone who thirsts, 

 come to the waters; 

and he who has no money, 

 come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

 without money and without price. 
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

 and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 

 and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

 hear, that your soul may live; 

and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

 my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

 a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 

 and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 

because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, 

 for he has glorified you.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 136:1–9 

A We say together the Psalm reading for today: 

C 1Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

 for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2Give thanks to the God of gods, 

 for his steadfast love endures forever. 
3Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

 for his steadfast love endures forever; 

4to him who alone does great wonders, 

 for his steadfast love endures forever; 
5to him who by understanding made the heavens, 

 for his steadfast love endures forever; 
6to him who spread out the earth above the waters, 



 for his steadfast love endures forever; 
7to him who made the great lights, 

 for his steadfast love endures forever; 
8the sun to rule over the day, 

 for his steadfast love endures forever; 
9the moon and stars to rule over the night, 

 for his steadfast love endures forever; 

  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Epistle Romans 9:1–13 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 9. 

  

 1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 

bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2that I have great sorrow and 

unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were 

accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen 

according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the 

adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, 

and the promises. 5To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, 

according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. 

Amen. 

 6But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are 

descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7and not all are children of 

Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your 

offspring be named.” 8This means that it is not the children of the flesh 

who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted 

as offspring. 9For this is what the promise said: “About this time next 

year I will return and Sarah shall have a son.” 10And not only so, but also 

when Rebecca had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 
11though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or 

bad—in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because 

of works but because of his call— 12she was told, “The older will serve 

the younger.” 13As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 



Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 14:13–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 13Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], he withdrew from 

there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard 

it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore he 

saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
15Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is 

a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go 

into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16But Jesus said, “They 

need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They said to him, 

“We have only five loaves here and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring 

them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, 

and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and 

said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, 

and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And they all ate and were 

satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left 

over. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women 

and children. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



Sit 

 

Conversation with the Children 

 

Hymn of the Day 615 When in the Hour of Deepest Need 

 Psalm 102:1–2; Psalm 25:15–22; Romans 9:17–19; Micah 7:7 

 

 

 
 

5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 

Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 

Be with us in our anguish still; 

Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 

 

6 So we with all our hearts each day 

To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 

Then walk obedient to Your Word, 

And now and ever praise You, Lord. 

Text: Paul Eber, 1511–69; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon 

 

 
Stand  



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church  Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3 

Following the prayers, people may greet one another in the name of the 

Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; LSB p. 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on 

us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless 

love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death 

that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the 

dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 

overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 

Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all 

their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You 

promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 

blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 

body and blood. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

  



The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution Instructions 

*Gluten-free hosts are available in the small bowl; and alcohol-free wine 

in individual cups in the center of the tray. Please indicate to server if 

you need one of these. 
 

Stand 



Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32; LSB p. 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

C We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  



Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 1 Chronicles 16:23–26; Psalm 103:1–11; Psalm 106:48 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude (9:30 am): Prelude in D Major ~ JKF Fischer   



 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Card 

A special welcome to today’s guests & visitors. If you’d like us to follow-up 
with you, simply indicate this on the attendance insert.  
 
Members, the insert helps keep church records & the directory current. 
Please fill in your name, communion attendance, & any info changes.  
 
Kindly leave it in the offering plate on your way out. Thank you. 
 
 

Weekly Newsletter and Prayer Emails 

Thank you for being a community that prays for one another.  

To stay up to date with our newsletter and prayer announcements, please 

provide a current email address.  

• To request prayer or update us, email: ctknewtown@protonmail.com 

• For urgent needs/pastoral care, please contact the church office. 
 

 

An Invitation 

Members are invited to participate in worship as volunteers: 

• For consideration as an usher, reader, altar prep, or fellowship hour host, 

or for choir information, please email the church office.  

All are invited to participate in various church events & activities: 

• Altar flower sponsorship: see the calendar on the narthex wall for details 

& available openings. 

• Activities & event attendance: sign up as indicated. Details announced 

at services, via email, or online at www.ctklutherannewtown.org. 

Almighty God, grant to Your church Your Holy Spirit and the 
wisdom that comes down from above, that Your Word  

may not be bound, but have free course and be preached to the 
joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith  

we may serve You, and, in the confession of Your name,  
abide unto to the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

http://www.ctklutherannewtown.org/


Hymn History: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 

Joachim Neander was born in 1650 in Bremen, a prosperous trading city in 

northern Germany…As a young man, Neander showed little interest in 

carrying on his family’s legacy of faith and scholarship. By his early twenties 

he was living what may be described as a “wild and godless life”…a genuine 

departure from Christian practice rather than mere youthful restlessness. 
 

The turning point came in 1670. Neander, 20, a student of Latin and poetry, 

went with two friends to hear the preaching at St. Martin’s Church, intending 

to mock the new pastor, Theodor Undereyck. Instead, Neander heard the 

Gospel preached with clarity and power, and it changed him 
 

…In 1674, at age 24, he was appointed Rector (headmaster) of the Latin 

School in Düsseldorf…and recognized as a gifted teacher, a compelling 

preacher, a man of uncommon spiritual depth for his age… But his organizing 

of private devotional gatherings - prayer meetings, Bible studies, informal 

worship was seen as a threat to the established church order. In 1676, he was 

formally suspended and banned from preaching in Düsseldorf. 
 

When he was dismissed from his position and his lodgings at the school, he 

retreated to a limestone cave -still known as “Neander’s Cave”- and spent this 

period of involuntary exile in prayer, Scripture meditation, and hymn writing. 
 

The beauty of the valley - its soaring cliffs, birdsong and wildflowers, its 

silence and grandeur  - filled his imagination and his theology. Creation was 

not merely scenery for Neander. It was a living sermon, a visible declaration 

of the majesty, power, and provision of its Creator. And from that conviction 

came this hymn that would outlive him by centuries. 
 

He was eventually restored, returning in 1679 to serve as assistant pastor at 

St. Martin’s Church. But in 1680 he died of tuberculosis - the same year his 

hymn collection was published - at the age of 30, having written more than 60 

hymns and composed tunes for many of them. 
 

The melody, Lobe Den Herren, is older than Neander’s text, first appearing 

in the Stralsund Gesangbuch of 1665, a Lutheran hymnal published in the 

Baltic port city of Stralsund (northeastern Germany). The composer is listed 

as anonymous: the melody is believed to be based on an old German folk tune. 
 

Catherine Winkworth included this hymn in The Chorale Book for England, 

which she published in 1863, translating lyrics from German to English. 

Through her efforts English-speaking Christians access to the entire German 

chorale tradition, including Neander, Luther, Paul Gerhardt, and others.  

 
Adapted from: vbccarthage.org.  



 

Today's Volunteers & Worship Staff* 

August 2, 2026  

Reader: Jim Wallace 

Communion Assistants: Jim Wallace, Dan Swanson 

Acolyte/Crucifer: Brayden Coffey, Sophie Miller 

 Chancel: Christy Morris 

Communion Preparation: Carole Woolery 

Coffee Hour Hosts: Summer Potluck 

Organist/Director of Music*: Bev Thompson 

Organist, 4pm:  No 4pm service 

Guitar: Peter Obre 

 

Today's Flowers 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God, with praise to our Lord, 
by Glenn Heckendorf in memory of Connie on our wedding anniversary; 

and by Bob and Laura Neeb in loving memory of their grandson, Will. 
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And He has a name written on His robe and on His thigh: 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

Revelation 19:16 


