
 

St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist ~ September 21st, 2025 

Divine Service Setting 3, p. 184 ~ Pastor Rob Morris 

Welcome & Prelude Prelude on Aurelia ~ Janson 

 

Hymn of Invocation 909 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
 Ephesians 2: 20–22; 4:15–16; 2 Chronicles 6:18–21; Revelation 21:1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



Confession and Absolution 
 
Stand 

 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Sit 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 



Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 - p. 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  

C O Son of God, our blessed Savior Jesus Christ, You called 

Matthew the tax collector to be an apostle and evangelist. 

Through his faithful and inspired witness, grant that we also 

may follow You, leaving behind all covetous desires and love of 

riches; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 2:8—3:11 

 8“But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like 

that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 9And 

when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and behold, a 

scroll of a book was in it. 10And he spread it before me. And it had 

writing on the front and on the back, and there were written on it words 

of lamentation and mourning and woe. 

 1And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this 

scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel.” 2So I opened my mouth, and 

he gave me this scroll to eat. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, feed your 

belly with this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I 

ate it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey. 



 4And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak 

with my words to them. 5For you are not sent to a people of foreign 

speech and a hard language, but to the house of Israel— 6not to many 

peoples of foreign speech and a hard language, whose words you cannot 

understand. Surely, if I sent you to such, they would listen to you. 7But 

the house of Israel will not be willing to listen to you, for they are not 

willing to listen to me. Because all the house of Israel have a hard 

forehead and a stubborn heart. 8Behold, I have made your face as hard as 

their faces, and your forehead as hard as their foreheads. 9Like emery 

harder than flint have I made your forehead. Fear them not, nor be 

dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house.” 10Moreover, he 

said to me, “Son of man, all my words that I shall speak to you receive in 

your heart, and hear with your ears. 11And go to the exiles, to your 

people, and speak to them and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD,’ 

whether they hear or refuse to hear.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choral Anthem Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My Feet ~ Shrader 

 

Psalm Psalm 119:33–40 

33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes; 

 and I will keep it to the end. 
34Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 

 and observe it with my whole heart. 
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

 for I delight in it. 
36Incline my heart to your testimonies, 

 and not to selfish gain! 
37Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things; 

 and give me life in your ways. 
38Confirm to your servant your promise, 

 that you may be feared. 
39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 

 for your just decrees are good. 
40Behold, I long for your precepts; 

 in your righteousness give me life! 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 



Epistle Ephesians 4:7–16 

 7But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of 

Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it says, 

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 

 and he gave gifts to men.” 

9(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 

descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the 

one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all 

things.) 11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 

pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the 

faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 

measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so that we may no 

longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by 

every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 

schemes. 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every 

way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, 

joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when 

each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds 

itself up in love. 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 9:9–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 

 
 9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting 

at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and 

followed him. 

 10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax 

collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his 

disciples. 11And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, 



“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when 

he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, 

but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, 

and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
Sit 

 

Conversation with the Children 

 

Hymn of the Day 611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be
 1 Timothy 1: 15; Romans 5:8–11; 1 John 4:10; Hebrews 4:15–16 

 

 

 

 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church  

Following the prayers, people may greet one another in the name of the 

Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

 

  



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] ~ p. 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God; for You have mightily governed and protected 

Your holy Church, in which the blessed apostles and evangelists 

proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel. Therefore with 

patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, with Your servant 

Matthew, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 

22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

  



Pax Domini John 20:19 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 

 

Distribution Instructions 

*Gluten-free hosts are available in the small bowl; and alcohol-free wine 

in individual cups in the center of the tray. Please indicate to server if 

you need one of these. 

 
  



Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 ~ p. 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 

 
  

 



Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

C Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's 

body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our 

days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 

together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 

 



Hymn to Depart 644 The Church’s One Foundation 
 Ephesians 2:20; 4:4–6; 1 Corinthians 10:16–17; Revelation 7:14b-17 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt. 
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude Fugue in A Minor ~ Pachelbel 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Card 

A special welcome to today’s guests & visitors. If you’d like us to follow-up 
with you, simply indicate this on the attendance insert.  
 

Members, the insert helps keep church records & the directory current. 
Please fill in your name, communion attendance, & any info changes.  
 

Kindly leave it in the offering plate on your way out. Thank you. 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter and Prayer Emails 

Thank you for being a community that prays for one another.  
To stay up to date with our newsletter and prayer announcements, please 

provide a current email address.  

• To request prayer or update us, email: ctknewtown@protonmail.com 

• For urgent needs/pastoral care, please contact the church office. 

 

An Invitation 

Members are invited to participate in worship as volunteers: 

• For consideration as an usher, reader, altar prep, or fellowship hour host, 

or for choir information, please email the church office.  

All are invited to participate in various church events & activities: 

• Altar flower sponsorship: see the calendar on the narthex wall for details 

& available openings. 

• Activities & event attendance: sign up as indicated. Details announced 

at services, via email, or online at www.ctklutherannewtown.org. 

Almighty God, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts  
that He may rule and direct us according to Your will,  

comfort us in all our temptations and afflictions,  

defend us from all error, and lead us unto all truth,  
that we, being steadfast in faith, may increase in all good 

works, and in the end obtain everlasting life;  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

http://www.ctklutherannewtown.org/


 

Today's Volunteers & Worship Staff 

September 21st, 2025  

Reader: Rob Balancia 

Communion Assistants Rob Balancia, Dave Reitz 

Acolyte Kiley Bomba 

 Chancel: Virginia Erikson 

Communion Preparation: Rachel Williams 

Coffee Hour Hosts: Jan Weise, Sandy Wallace 

Organist/Director of Music: Bev Thompson 

Guitar: Peter Obre 

 

Today's Flowers 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God, with praise to our Lord, 

by the Grabovsky family in loving memory of Bazil; and  

by Chuck & Helen Hall in honor of their 61st wedding anniversary, June 20th. 
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And He has a name written on His robe and on His thigh: 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

Revelation 19:16 


