
 

Welcome  
 
Prelude I Wonder as I Wander  John Barr 
 

Hymn of Invocation 
 A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383 

 

 

 

 
Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

  

Second Sunday after Christmas ~ January 5, 2025 
Rev. William Meyer 



Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of 

their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 

consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and 

that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 

sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Kneel/Sit 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 



Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 
 

Hymn of Praise 
 Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender 

Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 

 

6 He is the key and He the 

door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no 

more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000765 
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

  

C Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true 

Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may 

shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 46:1–7 
 1So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to 

Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 
2And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, 

Jacob.” And he said, “Here am I.” 3Then he said, “I am God, the 

God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for 

there I will make you into a great nation. 4I myself will go down 

with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and 

Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.” 

 5Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried 

Jacob their father, their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons 

that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6They also took their 

livestock and their goods, which they had gained in the land of 

Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with 

him, 7his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his 

sons’ daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into 

Egypt. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choral Anthem He Comes  C. Lee/Wagner 
 



Psalm Psalm 77:11–20 

11I will remember the deeds of the LORD; 

 yes, I will remember your wonders of old. 
12I will ponder all your work, 

 and meditate on your mighty deeds. 
13Your way, O God, is holy. 

 What god is great like our God? 
14You are the God who works wonders; 

 you have made known your might among the peoples. 
15You with your arm redeemed your people, 

 the children of Jacob and Joseph. 

16When the waters saw you, O God, 

 when the waters saw you, they were afraid; 

 indeed, the deep trembled. 
17The clouds poured out water; 

 the skies gave forth thunder; 

 your arrows flashed on every side. 
18The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 

 your lightnings lighted up the world; 

 the earth trembled and shook. 
19Your way was through the sea, 

 your path through the great waters; 

 yet your footprints were unseen. 
20You led your people like a flock 

 by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 4:12–19 
 12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes 

upon you to test you, as though something strange were 

happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 

sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory 

is revealed. 14If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 
15But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer 

or as a meddler. 16Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not 



be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17For it is time 

for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins 

with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the 

gospel of God? 18And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 

 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust 

their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the 

child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 

tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 

him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night 

and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the death of 

Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the 

wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male 

children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years 

old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from 

the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the 

prophet Jeremiah: 
18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

 weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

 she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 

in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and 

his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the 

child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his 

mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that 

Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, 

he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he 

withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a 

city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might 

be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

Conversation with the Children 
  



Hymn of the Day 
 O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is LSB 372 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Remember thou 

    What glory now 

The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness. 

    The angel host 

    Can never boast 

Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 
 

6 The world may hold 

    Her wealth and gold; 

But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure. 

    To Him hold fast 

    Until at last 

A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 Tune: Kenneth T. Kosche, 1947 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000765 
Tune: © 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000765 

Sermon 
  



Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of 

the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and 

of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–

3). 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 

You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 

give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 

sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 

laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 

die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and 

lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 

overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 

You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 

Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 

  

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and 

in the fullness of time Your Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, full of grace and truth. 

  

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, 

faithfully eating His body and drinking His blood, we may 

receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, 

our Lord. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 



  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

 

Distribution Instructions 
*Gluten-free and alcohol-free options available in the center of 

each serving tray: please indicate to Pastor if you need one of 

these. 

 

 
Stand 

 



Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 
 

C We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

  



Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Hymn to Depart 
 From East to West LSB 385 

 

 

 
Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Ellerton, 1826–93, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche lieder, 1539, Leipzig, ed. Valten Schumann 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Postlude Orgelchoral “Vom Himmel hoch” J. Pachelbel 
 



 

 

Welcome Card 

Please fill in the bulletin insert with your name & information and leave in 
the offering plate on your way out. Thank you. 
 

Guests & visitors, welcome! We would be happy to follow-up with you if 
desired, simply indicate this on the card. 

 

Weekly Newsletter and Prayer Email 

Members are invited to stay up to date with weekly announcements and 

prayer emails. Please provide a current email address and feel free to send 

your prayer requests to our Prayer Team: ctknewtown@protonmail.com. 

For pastoral care requests, please contact the church office. 

 

Flower Sponsorship 

To sponsor altar flowers, please check available dates on the calendar on 

the narthex wall. The suggested donation is $35.00 or if shared, $17.50. 
Near the date, you will receive an email requesting dedication text, if any; 

and your options for flower pick up or donation. Thank you.  

 

 

Volunteers 
Please check the Congregational Ministry page of our website for 

volunteer opportunities: www.ctklutherannewtown.org 

  

mailto:ctknewtown@protonmail.com


And He has a name written on His robe and on His thigh: 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

Revelation 19:16 

 

Today's Volunteers & Worship Staff 

January 5, 2025  

Reader: Gordon Thompson  

Communion Assistants Gary Gollenberg, Rob Balancia 

Acolyte Sophie Larivee 

 Chancel: Carolyn Mandarano 

Communion Preparation: Carolyn Mandarano 

Coffee Hour Hosts: Tiffany Hope, Lindsay Miller 

Organist/Director of Music: Bev Thompson 

Guitar: Peter Obre 

Trumpet: Gary Gollenberg 

 

Today's Flowers 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God for the beauty of 
His house by Clerinda Grabovsky in loving memory of her husband, 
Bazil Grabovsky. 
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