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LIE 7: GOD DOES NOT LLOVE YOU TEN
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Each lie that Satan tells has a way of expanding its root system into our
souls. The lie that God does not love you is often felt when people have been
through something traumatic. I find it often begins with an “if,” a casting
of doubt on God’s love with a question: If God loves you, why did this
happen? This lie takes all shapes and sizes. Anytime somebody experiences
pain and suffering, this lie comes out. (128)
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SATAN IN THE GARDEN
Genesis 3 tells us that Adam and Eve have not experienced anything other than God’s love. They are
familiar only with love in the perfect creation of Eden. As Satan comes to Eve, asking about God’s
instructions, he introduces the possibility of something other than love coming from God.

Satan proposes that perhaps God’s actions toward Adam and Eve are not love. Perhaps God is being
selfish. Perhaps God is holding out on Adam and Eve. Perhaps God is forcing Adam and Eve to lack what
they truly need. “If God loves you, why did He withhold the knowledge of good and evil from you? Why
would He withhold anything from you? Withholding things is not love.” (128-129)

SATAN IN THE HEAVENLY COUNCIL
In the case of Job, Satan believes that the only reason Job [ears and follows God is because God has made
Job’s life too easy. Satan persuades God to allow him to attack Job and make his life miserable. Once all
that ease has been taken away, Satan can point to all the calamities as evidence of God’s lack of love. |
imagine Satan suggesting the following to Job: If God loves you, why did you lose all your wealth, Job? If
God loves you, why did your children die, Job? ...

What is scary and dangerous about this line of thinking is that it is entirely logical. If God is against us,
who can be for us? [ref. Romans 8]

The book of Job forces us to ask ourselves hard questions. It invites us to consider our limited ability to
view and understand what God is up to. It reminds us that there are things we do not understand, things
God has hidden from us. But those hidden things do not mean God does not love us. (129-130)

SATAN’S DESIRED OUTCOME
When Satan tells his lies, he desires several possible outcomes. At its core, this lie that God does not
love you seeks to rob you of love, joy, and assurance... Satan desires that our uncertainty makes us
anxious, that our anxiety makes us miserable, and that our misery spreads and clouds out any joy or
love that seeks us.. (151)



THE FEAR BEHIND THE LIE

In this case, the fear behind the lie is the lie itself. Satan simply names the deep, dark fear that we are
unwanted and unlovable... Satan wants us to steep in this fear of being unloved. He wants us to repeat it
Lo ourselves again and again. Satan wants us saying, “Nobody loves me,” as a mantra all day, every day.
He wants us to abandon our friendships. He wants family fractures to remain unrepaired. Satan wants
us to look around at our lives and the world and see only brokenness. And with the evidence of everything
else broken, Satan then points us heavenward and lies, “Yeah, iU’s just as bad up there with God. Why
would God, who created this mess, be any different than the mess itself?” (152-133).

THE LIE REPEATED IN THE BIBLE

e Gideon: In Judges 6, the people of Israel are under the tyranny of the Midianites. The Midianites
and their allies keep stealing all the Israelites’ crops and cattle. God’s people are forced to hide
in caves and eke out a living.

The angel of the Lord appears to Gideon, saying, “The Lord is with you, O mighty man of
valor” (Judges 6:12). Gideon replies with one of the saddest, most relatable lines in all the
Scriptures, “Please, my lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us?” (v. 13).

If the Lord is with us, why are all these bad things happening? If the Lord loves us, why has He
forsaken us? Gideon’s question is not answered. Rather, the Lord promises His presence with
Gideon and sends Gideon out to deliver Israel from the hand of Midian. The Lord keeps His
promise of presence. He shows Gideon signs to assure him of His presence. In the end, Gideon
delivers Israel in such a way that God’s continued guidance and presence is the only explanation
for the victory. (133)

e Jesus on the Cross: When you must endure Satan’s lie that God does not love you, remember that
Jesus endured that lie as well. Jesus understands. And Jesus is risen from the dead. We follow
Jesus. We follow Him while harmed and harassed by Satan’s lies. We follow Him into death. And
we follow Him into the resurrection and eternal life. (135)

THE LIE REPEATED IN OUR WORLD
Many people will point to the irrational suffering present in the world as their reason for disbelief in
God... I do not possess a perfect answer to any of these questions. I know Satan uses such suffering to
push people away from God. I know God dwells with us in the suffering. (135)

THE TRUTH

The apostle Paul understood suffering. He gives a laundry list of his suflerings in 2 Corinthians, including
“afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger” (6:4-
5). And yet this same person who endured all that also tells us: “For I consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Romans 8:18). Yes, the
sufferings of this present world are awful, terrible, beyond sense and reason. But we believe even these
horrific sufferings are not worth comparing to the glory that awaits us. As bad as life can be on earth, and
it can be unbearable, so much better will eternal life be in the new creation...

When we look at the suffering of the world, it is hard to see any reason to hope. It is hard to remember
that God does actually love us when we see all of creation’s corruption. It is hard to recall God’s love
when we cannot understand the point or purpose of the world’s suffering...

We await a world that nobody could ever even complain about, where grief is impossible and joy is
unavoidable. (156-157)



The truth is that Jesus chose to come into this world where unthinkable suffering occurs. He chose to
become a vulnerable human being who endured that suffering not only for us but also with us. The truth
is that He chose to do this out of love for the world. He chose to come down to earth and suffer, die, and
rise again for the healing and restoration of this broken world, to bring an end to its futility, to restore it
to a glory that far surpasses the suffering. (157-158)

GOD’S DESIRED OUTCOME
God’s desired outcome is that we bask in His love, abide in His love, take comfort in His love for all our
days....

When you receive the Lord’s Supper, when you remember your Baptism, remember the great love that
Jesus has for you. Remember that He enters into your suffering. Remember that He will deliver you from
your suffering. Remember that He will bring you into an eternal life free from suffering. (138)

God is love. He shows His love to us in Jesus’ incarnation, death, and resurrection. God desires that we
bask in that love, that we let it permeate, surround, and fill us so that His love overflows from us out to
others.

God is love, and He loves us so much that He desires that we become love as well. (139)

THE LOVE THAT CASTS OUT FEAR
Satan’s lies cannot separate us from the love of God. Loss of wealth, loss of health, and even the loss of
people we love cannot separate us from the love of God. Death cannot separate us from God’s love shown
to us in Jesus. (139)

One of my favorite hymns begins with these words:

My song is love unknown,

My Savior’s love to me,

Love to the loveless shown

That they might lovely be.
We are made lovely by the love we are shown in Jesus. This love creates and re-creates us to be God’s
people. This love is yours. (140)



