
 
 

The Baptism of Our Lord – January 7, 2024 
Divine Service Setting 4, p. 203 || Pastor Rob Morris 

 
Welcome and Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn      To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord LSB 405 

 

 

 
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

To save the world and free us all. 

 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 

This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 

Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 
Text: James P. Tiefel, 1949, alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000765 
Tune: Public domain 

 

  



Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

  



Service of the Word 
Kyrie LSB 168 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 
  

 

 

   

 

 



Hymn of Praise    A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383 

 

 

 

 
Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan 

River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed 

Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His 

name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors 

with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Sit 



Old Testament Reading Joshua 3:1–3, 7–8, 13–17 
 1Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from 

Shittim. And they came to the Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, 

and lodged there before they passed over. 2At the end of three days 

the officers went through the camp 3and commanded the people, “As 

soon as you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being 

carried by the Levitical priests, then you shall set out from your place 

and follow it. . . . 

 7The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the 

sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I 

will be with you. 8And as for you, command the priests who bear the 

ark of the covenant, ‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the 

Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” . . . 

 13“And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of 

the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the 

Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the 

waters coming down from above shall stand in one heap.” 

 14So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan 

with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 
15and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, 

and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of 

the water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time 

of harvest), 16the waters coming down from above stood and rose up 

in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and 

those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were 

completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 
17Now the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood 

firmly on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, and all Israel was 

passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over 

the Jordan. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choral Anthem (9:30am)     

     To Jordan Came the Christ Our Lord     Luther/Lee 

 

Psalm Psalm 85 

1LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 

 you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 
2You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 

 you covered | all their sin. 



3You withdrew | all your wrath;* 

 you turned from your hot | anger. 

4Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,* 

 and put away your indignation | toward us! 
5Will you be angry with us for- | ever?* 

 Will you prolong your anger to all gener- | ations? 
6Will you not revive | us again,* 

 that your people may re- | joice in you? 
7Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,* 

 and grant us your sal- | vation. 

8Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 

 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 

 but let them not turn back to | folly. 
9Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* 

 that glory may dwell | in our land. 

10Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;* 

 righteousness and peace kiss each | other. 
11Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,* 

 and righteousness looks down | from the sky. 
12Yes, the LORD will give | what is good,* 

 and our land will yield its | increase. 
13Righteousness will go be- | fore him* 

 and make his foot- | steps a way. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 

 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 

according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 

were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 

things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no 

human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source 

of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is 

written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 



Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13–17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

  

 
  

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 
14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and 

do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it 

is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when 

Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the 

heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This 

is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
  

Sit 

 
 Conversation With the Children 

 
  



Hymn of the Day    Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered LSB 404 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: William B. Roberts, 1947 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110000765 
Tune: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000765 

 Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 



     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church and Passing of the Peace 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface LSB 177 

 

 



 

 
  

 

 
  

        P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from 

before the foundation of the world You have made known to the 

nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our 

mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 
Sanctus       LSB 178 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 

Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 

repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by 

the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 

You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 

Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P     Lord, remember us in Your kingdom 

         and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 



The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 

cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me. 
 

Pax Domini LSB 180 

 

 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 



Distribution - Note Special Instructions 
*Gluten-free and alcohol-free options available in the center of each 

serving tray: indicate to the pastor if you need one of these. 
 

Thank the Lord LSB 181 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your 

Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 

throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His 

coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no 

end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 



Benediction       LSB 183

 
  

 
 

Closing Hymn    Go, My Children, with My Blessing LSB 922 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000765 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude       
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Today’s Volunteers and Worship Staff: (9:30 a.m.)  

Reader:  Kirsten Balancia 
Communion Assistants:  Rob Balancia and Dan Swanson 
Acolyte:  Abby Valigorsky 
Chancel: Virginia Erikson 
Communion Preparation:  Carolyn Mandarano and Sandy Wallace 
Coffee Hour Preparation: Andrew Confortini and Eva Koehm 
Organist & Director of Music:  Bev Thompson 
Assistant Organist:  Elijah Morris 
Guitar:  Peter Obre 
Trumpet:  Gary Gollenberg 

 

Altar flowers are given today to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for 

His many blessings. 
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