Christ the King
L.utheran Church

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs ~ December 28", 2025
Divine Service Setting 3, p. 184 ~ Pastor Rob Morris

Welcome & Prelude | Wonder as | Wander ~ John Jacob Niles
Hymn of Invocation 367 Angels from the Realms of Glory
Luke 2:8-17; John 1:4-5, 9, 14; Luke 2:25-38; Matthew 2:1-11
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo -ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in  the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi- sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
A5 Al cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry,

flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,

beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,

Spir - it, Son, Ev - er-more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.

Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.

Ye have seen His na - tal star.

In His tem - ple shall ap - pear.

To thee - ter - nal Three in One.

A | Refrain .
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Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2-4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain



Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross *+ may be made by all in remembrance of their

Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

(P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P} Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/Sit

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

()

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ |
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -} Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Baptism Luca Moore See Insert

Stand



Service of the Word

Kyrie Mark 10:47 ~ p. 186
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Lord, have mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.
Hymn of Praise 370 What Child Is This
Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-11; Philippians 2:5-8; Isaiah 53:3-6
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1 What child is this, who, laid to restt On Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, = Whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borne for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings her Iul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98
Tune: English, 16th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain



Salutation and Collect of the Day
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

P

Sit

Old Testament Reading
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Let us pray.

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed
forth Your praise not by speaking but by dying. Put to death in
us all that is in conflict with Your will that our lives may bear
witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Old Testament Reading is from Jeremiah, chapter 31.

Thus says the LORD:

“A voice is heard in Ramah,
lamentation and bitter weeping.

Rachel is weeping for her children;
she refuses to be comforted for her children,
because they are no more.”

®Thus says the LORD:
“Keep your voice from weeping,
and your eyes from tears,
for there is a reward for your work,
declares the LORD,
and they shall come back from the land of the enemy.
There is hope for your future,
declares the LORD,
and your children shall come back to their own country.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Jeremiah 31:15-17



Choral Anthem Love Came Down at Christmas ~ Hopson

Psalm Psalm 54
We say together today's passage from the Psalms:

10 God, save me, by your name,
and vindicate me by your might.
20 God, hear my prayer;
give ear to the words of my mouth.

3For strangers have risen against me;
ruthless men seek my life;
they do not set God before themselves.

“Behold, God is my helper;
the Lord is the upholder of my life.
*He will return the evil to my enemies;
in your faithfulness put an end to them.

SWith a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you;

I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good.
"For he has delivered me from every trouble,

and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Second Reading Revelation 14:1-5
The Epistle is from Revelation, chapter 14.

Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with
him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their
foreheads. 2And | heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters
and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice | heard was like the sound
of harpists playing on their harps, *and they were singing a new song
before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the
elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been
redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not defiled themselves
with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb
wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits
for God and the Lamb, 5and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are
blameless.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-18
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

¥When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell you, for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy him.” **And he rose and took the
child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt *°and remained there
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

8Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men,
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem
and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the
time that he had ascertained from the wise men. *Then was fulfilled
what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18«<A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Sit

Conversation with the Children



Hymn of the Day 359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Isaiah 11:1-2; Matthew 1:20-21; Hebrews 2:14-15; Luke 2:11-18
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1 L how a rose e’er bloom-ing From ten - der stem hath
21 - sa - iah ’twas fore - told it, The rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra-grance ten - der  With sweet-ness fills the
4 0O Sav - ior, child of Mar - vy, Who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes-se’s lin-eage com-ing As proph-ets long have
mind; With Mar -y we be-hold it, The vir-gin moth - er

air, Dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor The dark-ness ev - ry-
woe; (@) Sav - ior, King of glo - ry, Who dost our weak - ness
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sung, It came, a flow - 'ret  bright, A - mid the
kind. To show God’s love a - right, She bore to
where. True man, yet ver -y God, From sin and
know: Bring us at length we pray To the bright
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cold of win - ter, When half - spent was the night.
us a Sav - ior, ~ When half - spent was the night.
death He saves us And light - ens ev - ’ry load.
courts of heav - en, And to the end - less day.

Text (sts. 1-2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, alt.; (sts. 1-2, 4): German, 16th cent.;

(st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808-59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845-1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876-1948
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Koln

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I~ everlasting.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Following the prayers, people may greet one another in the name of the
Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

PEACE



Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] ~ p. 194

4

D)
It is meet and right so to  do.

(P} Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God. In the communion of all Your saints gathered into
the one body of Your Son, You have surrounded us with so great a
cloud of witnesses that we, encouraged by their faith and
strengthened by their fellowship, may run with perseverance the
race that is set before us and, together with them, receive the crown
of glory that does not fade away. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho -san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,

bless-edis He, bless-edis He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24;
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My - body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini John 20:19
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A - men.

Agnus Dei John 1:29
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(0] Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak -est a-way the sin of the
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit

Distribution Instructions

*Gluten-free hosts are available in the small bowl; and alcohol-free wine
in individual cups in the center of the tray. Please indicate to server if
you need one of these.

Stand



Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32 ~ p. 199
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A-men.

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev
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Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who
in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh,
we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus Psalm 103:1
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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1 The Lord  bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.

A-men, a-men, a - men.




Hymn to Depart 374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
Luke 2:1-20; Philippians 2:5-11; 1 John 3:5
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1 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a  strang - er.
Heav-en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an - gels sing - ing;
Son  of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask  the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor
All  the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859-1933
Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald
Text and tune: Public domain

Deo Gratins

THANKS BE TO GOD

Postlude Now the Green Blade Riseth ~ Wilson



Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written
for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of
Your Holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Welcome Card

A special welcome to today’s guests & visitors. We would be happy to
follow-up with you if desired, simply indicate this on the attendance insert.

Members, help keep the directory & church records current. Please fill in
your family name and of those receiving communion. Also include any
updates to your information.

Please leave the card in the offering plate on your way out. Thank you.

Weekly Newsletter and Prayer Emails
Thank you for being a community that prays for one another.
e To stay up to date with our weekly newsletter, church announcements,
and prayer emails, please provide a current email address.
e To request prayer, email: ctknewtown@protonmail.com. For urgent
needs or pastoral care, please contact the church office.

An Invitation

To serve: Members are invited to participate in worship as volunteers:
e For consideration as a reader, altar prep, or fellowship hour host, or for
choir information, please email the church office.
To sponsor altar flowers:
e For openings & details, see the calendar in the narthex.
To pledge finances, time, and talents:

e Join our 2026 pledge drive. Simply drop your pledge card in the
designated box or mail to the church office.


mailto:ctknewtown@protonmail.com

And He has a name written on His robe and on His thigh:
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
Revelation 19:16

Today's Volunteers & Worship Staff

December 281" 2025

Reader:

Jim Wallace

Communion Assistants:

Dan Swanson, Jason Miller

Acolyte/Crucifer:

Charlotte Lowery, Sophie Larivee

Chancel:

Cheryl and Bethany Meli

Communion Preparation:

Carolyn Mandarano

Coffee Hour Hosts:

Jan Weise, Sandy Wallace

Organist/Director of Music:

Bev Thompson

Guitar:

Peter Obre

Today's Flowers

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God, with praise to our
Lord, in celebration of the Christmas season, remembering the birth of

Jesus, our Immanuel, God with us.
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