
 

Third Sunday in Advent ~ December 14th, 2025 

Divine Service Setting 3, p. 184 ~ Pastor Rob Morris 

Welcome & Prelude Puer Natus in Bethlehem ~ Buxtehude (9:30am) 
 

Stand 
 

Hymn of Invocation 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 Isaiah 40:1–8 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain  



Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Sit 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

  



Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47; LSB 186 

 

 
 

 

Advent Hymn and Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 Isaiah 7:10–14; Isaiah 11:1–5, 10–11; Matthew 1:23 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

C Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to 

lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; 

for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1–10 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 35. 

  

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

 the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly 

 and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

 the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 

 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

 “Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God 

 will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. 

 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 



 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 

 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 

 and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 

the unclean shall not pass over it. 

 It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 

 even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 

 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 

 and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choral Anthem Every Valley ~ Drennan 

 

Psalm Psalm 146 

A Let us say together today's passage from the Psalms. 
  

C 1Praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

3Put not your trust in princes, 

 in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
4When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 

 on that very day his plans perish. 

5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

 whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
6who made heaven and earth, 

 the sea, and all that is in them, 



who keeps faith forever; 

 7who executes justice for the oppressed, 

 who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

 8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 the LORD loves the righteous. 
9The LORD watches over the sojourners; 

 he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 

 but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

10The LORD will reign forever, 

 your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! 

  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Epistle James 5:7–11 

A The Epistle is from James, chapter 5. 

  

 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how 

the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, 

until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. 

Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not 

grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; 

behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering 

and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 

Lord. 11Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You 

have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of 

the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia 

 
  



Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

  

 
  

 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word 

by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or 

shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John 

what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, 

lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the 

poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is 

not offended by me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning 

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by 

the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 

clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 
9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 

than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one 

greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 

heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now 

the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by 

force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if 

you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has 

ears to hear, let him hear.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Conversation with the Children 

  



Hymn of the Day 334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 Matthew 21:1–9 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

    And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing 

    Eternal life in heav’n. 
 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 

A light of consolations 

    And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

    O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

    And guide us safely home. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain  



Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed LSB 192 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church  

Following the prayers, people may greet one another in the name of the 

Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

  



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]; LSB 194 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John 

the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the 

very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 

sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 

revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  



Pax Domini John 20:19 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 

 

Distribution Instructions 

*Gluten-free and alcohol-free options available in the center of each 

serving tray: please indicate to pastor if you need one of these. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stand  



Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32; LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 

 
  

 
  



Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
  

C O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who 

in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, 

we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 

Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 

 
  



Hymn to Depart 343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 Isaiah 40:3–5; Matthew 21:1–11; Psalm 24:7–10; Isaiah 9:6–7 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000765 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Postlude Noel Angevin ~ Franck (9:30am) 

  



Today's Volunteers & Worship Staff 

December 14th, 2025 

Reader: 

 

John Rau 

Communion Assistants: Dave Reitz, Rob Balancia 

Acolyte/Crucifer: Sam Wolfard, Hannah Valigorsky 

 Chancel: Christy Morris 

Communion Preparation: Rachel Williams 

Coffee Hour Hosts: Lynnae Rau, Tina Caraszi 

Organist/Director of Music: Bev Thompson 

Organist 4 pm: Sally Finck 

Guitar: Peter Obre 

 

Today's Flowers 
Altar flowers are given today to the glory of God, with praise to our Lord, 

by Cathy Reiss in celebration of her husband Scott’s birthday; 

and by Bob and Laura Neeb in loving memory of their grandson, Will. 
 

Today's Attendance 
Kindly fill out the insert with your name(s), communion participation and 
any contact changes or requests then leave in the offering plate. Thank you. 
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And He has a name written on His robe and on His thigh: 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

Revelation 19:16 


