
1 
 

NED NEWS 
Volume 21, Issues 3 & 4 Winter-Spring 2019 

 

  Joyfully Lutheran 
 

Every three years, our Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod meets in convention to determine 

mission and ministry priorities for the coming three years. This year, delegates from congregations 

throughout the United States will gather in Tampa, Florida under the theme “Joy:fully Lutheran.” 

Even if you are not traveling to Tampa you can still participate in convention related activities.  

Information is already on a website www.lcms.org/convention including a special Bible study. 

During the convention updates will be sent out and sessions will be live streamed.  As part of the 

preparation for the triennial convention, LCMS households, congregations and organizations are 

invited to participate in a Synodwide gathering of special gifts called the National Offering. The 2019 

National Offering theme is “Joy to the World” and gifts will empower the work God has given us to 

do in His name to bring joy to the world, as we vigorously make known the Good News of Jesus 

Christ, that all might rejoice and give thanks to God our heavenly Father.   

The 2019 convention theme is focused on rejoicing, praying and giving thanks from 1 

Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you”. Providing Lutherans across the country an opportunity to 

reflect their joy in the Gospel and their thankfulness to God for His gifts in Christ. 

Many people wonder if anything done at a national convention really has 

impact on the things that happen at the local level in the life of our 

congregations (and admittedly you might say the same thing about a district 

convention such as the one we celebrated last June).  After all, the synod is 

advisory in nature and we do not have a church governance where the authority 

to do or not do things comes to us from a synodical headquarters and the like.  

True, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod is indeed advisory in its own self-

description in her constitution and by-laws. But that does not imply she is 

irrelevant, nor that local parishes can simply “do whatever they feel like doing”.  

We have covenants of love between us that guide us and direct our footsteps.   

       Plus, being a part of a synod allows us to do things we cannot do alone. When a church is vacant 

how wonderful to know that a congregation can call a pastor from the field fully trained in what the 

Bible says and why we live by the Word of God.   How wonderful to have seminaries and a 

university system, plus a nationwide parochial school system to train future church workers and to 

bless the next generation of believers in ways we could not do alone. How wonderful to be able to 

support missionaries across the world and in America  - could we as individual congregations find 

members willing to go to Papua, New Guinea or a South American nation?  Most of us would have to 

say “No”-but we can send and support missionaries through the Synod. 

http://www.lcms.org/convention
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       I could go on – but suffice it to say that a national convention is indeed 

important and can have lasting blessings on all our Lutheran parishes and 

church families!  That’s why I am proud to be “Joyfully Lutheran” as I and 

the dear LCMS stand with you all. 
 

 

 

Walking Together Joyfully FOR LIFE 
by Rev. Joel D. Kotila  

pastoral advisor for the Central CT Lutherans For Life Chapter 

 

 On January 17th-19th in Washington D.C., fellow LCMS Christians 

from across America joined together to be emboldened in faith, wisdom, 

and truth in matters of life at the LCMS Life Conference.  Those attending 

the bi-annual event were blessed with excellent worship services, 

presentations, sharing, fellowship, joyful collegiality, and the opportunity 

to participate in the national March for Life.  What joy to see so many youth 

in attendance—a good number of whom came from several of our 

Concordia universities!  There were national synod officials there, as well 

as: district presidents, seminary professors, pastors, deaconesses, other 

church workers, district life coordinators, directors of life ministries in the 

LCMS (including Lutherans For Life), and many laypeople.  The theme of 

the Life Conference was: “Joyfully Alive: Body & Soul.” 

 Participating in the March for Life provided such delightful 

Christian fellowship and joy in the Lord—meeting our brothers and sisters 

in the faith from all across this land.  As the LCMS group assembled at the 

national mall, we were blessed with a devotional send-off by our synod 

president, Pastor Matthew Harrison.  And we marched—with signs and 

banners raised high—with our hymn placards put to immediate use.  We 

sang many hymns with Jesus Christ at the center.  We sang, we conversed, 

we prayed, we witnessed, we encouraged one another; we joyfully made a 

united stand for life.  It was our clarion call in the name of the Lord!  We 

were there as confessors, not protestors.  We were walking together 

joyfully FOR LIFE in the name of Jesus Christ!  The March ended at the 

Supreme Court building.  And there, Rev. Matthew Harrison led a closing 

devotion.  We heard Scripture.  We sang A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.  

We prayed the Lord’s Prayer.  And then, we received a parting blessing. 

I am very grateful to the Central CT Lutherans For Life Chapter for 

providing the financing and sending me and one of my parishioners, Mr. 

Gene Giblin, to the Life Conference.   
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Church Planting and Revitalization 
By Rev. Timothy Sandeno 

 

RAGNAR might be a 

name meaning “warrior” that 

has seen periods of popularity, 

especially in Scandinavia, but it 

is also the name of an annual 

race from Bretton Woods to 

Hampton Beach, New 

Hampshire in which certain 

warriors of the NED have met 

more than one challenge. This 

past September, 28 members, 

spanning 7 states and 12 

congregations of our own NED and beyond expanded to comprise two teams, in the third year of 

participation, to complete the physically and mentally demanding 36 leg, 208 mile race and raise 

funds to support programs within the New England District. That which began as a means for a few 

pastors to improve their health, has expanded each year in numbers of participants and as a means to 

raise money. This year, the teams put forth their effort for the Church Planting Capital Campaign, 

raising $4670. Adopting the name Team Praying4U, they intentionally sought opportunities to pray 

for and witness to other teams and spectators and the Lord made it possible. Maybe these 

opportunities are the beginnings of a new church plant.  

   As a precursor to the main event, one team member, Erin Vogel of Our Savior, 

South Windsor, CT, hosted her own 5k, increasing awareness, enthusiasm, and 

the total of monies raised. With special thanks to her and the support drivers 

that went sleepless for more than 36 hours, all of us in New England thank 

Team Praying4U and those that contributed to more than just a fundraising 

event. Each has partnered in the Gospel and in proclaiming Jesus Christ as our 

true warrior and the one Savior for the world.  

   If you would like to participate in this year’s run on Sep 13-14, 2019, you can 

contact Rev. Jeremy Pekari (pks_here@hotmail.com). Perhaps you have a 

different idea on how you might actively participate for church planting in New 

England or are interested in serving on the NED Church Planting & 

Revitalization Committee, then you are invited to contact the chairman, Rev. 

Timothy Sandeno (timothy.sandeno@gmail.com). Donations can be made to the Church Planting 

fund at any time by using the Donate button on the NED homepage (ned-lcms.org), mailing a check 

to the district office, or by appointment with Mr. Al Macke, the NED Gift Planning Counselor. One 

plants, one waters, but God gives the increase. 
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Gospel of Mark 
  

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Westfield, MA will be hosting a production of The Gospel of 

Mark on April 27, 2019.  The Gospel of Mark is a dramatic presentation of the second Gospel of the 

New Testament, presented by faculty and alumni of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO. 

The production starts at 3:00pm. 

If you would like more information, please contact Rev. David Riley at 

dvsriley@suddenlink.net or by phone at 413-568-1417 
 

 

Covenants of Love 

By Deaconess Tiffany Manor, Director of Worker Support 

  In his article President Yeadon referenced a covenant of love that 

congregations in the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod have together.  

The word “covenant” is not one we often use, we are more familiar with 

agreements being called things like “contracts”.  God has covenanted with 

his people over and over again.  Of course every Sunday in our New 

England churches we receive the blessings from our new covenant with 

our Lord and Savior in Holy Communion.  We can learn more about 

covenants from passages such as Genesis 15:9-21, Ephesians 4:25-32, and 

Romans 12.  One Christian covenant we make is when we call church 

workers, the Call Document is a covenant that culminates with the Rite of Installation during a 

worship service.  The congregation and the church worker make promises about how they will work 

together to further Christ’s mission.  Other times we establish covenants with brothers and sisters in 

Christ about how we will behave with one another.  Some youth groups do this before setting out on 

events like the National Youth Gathering.  When I facilitate the creation of Worker Support Teams in 

our congregations (contact me if you would like to learn more) an early activity is for the group to 

study biblical covenants and create one that is unique to them.   

Our Christian community is marked by certain behavioral and ethical characteristics, things 

like telling the truth, not letting emotion cause division, working together, and speaking graciously.  

Covenants bring a sense of promise, order, expectation, and accountability to our relationships and 

draw us into direct discussion about our behavior and its impact on others (Bruce Hartung, Holding 

up the Prophet’s Hands).  Ephesians 4 and 1 Corinthians point to the central motivation for our 

behaving well with one another… love.  Love that God has worked in us for one another.  By living 

out our covenants we are different than the rest of the world and will be seen as loving people, 

reflecting Christ’s love to the world. 
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Do You Think It Actually Made a Difference? 
By Kylee Warnock 

What is the purpose of going on a mission trip? To build homes for people without a roof over their 

heads, to give medical supplies to those who cannot afford it, to help those who are in need? Yes of course! But 

to teach an English Bible camp in Poland? Does that actually do anything for anyone? 

There is a stigma in Poland that the Lutherans don’t follow Christ. Some 

parents were even asked by their friends if they were worried about their children 

going to our English Camp. “Do they even believe in God?” was a common 

question. Resentment from World War II still 

exists; the church we served still had bullet holes from after the war in their altar. 

We worked to change this perception. 

I learned that missions aren’t only about helping; they are about building 

connections with others. Our mission in Konin, Poland was to continue to build 

relationships between the community and the Lutheran Church, and allow the 

children to hear native English speakers. By the end of our week with our children 

at English Bible Camp, I believe that we created that connection.  We all felt part of 

more than just our home church families; I believe we all felt the connection 

between the family of God, even if we had to communicate through Google Translate. If you have a chance to 

go on a mission trip, go. Without a doubt it will change at least one life: yours. 
 

 

Summer Extension Class, “Law, Virtue, and Life in Christ” 
Pastor Bob Beinke will be hosting a Summer Extension Class, “Law, Virtue, and Life in Christ” 

on June 18-20 at St. Peter Lutheran Church in Norwalk, CT.  The class will be taught by Dr. Gifford 

Grobien of the Ft. Wayne Seminary and will focus on: What is the role of the law in the Christian life? 

How can we better understand the so-called antinomian controversies of our time? Can virtue be 

considered as having a place in the Christian life, or does Luther's condemnation of habit exclude any 

rehabilitation of virtue? This course will explore these issues, as well as offer a positive, 

comprehensive understanding of the Christian life that does not mingle it with justification by faith 

before God.  

Housing can be provided to most, if not all, participants at no cost, and the cost for meals will 

be low. There will also be time for good food and fellowship. Enrollment is with the Ft. Wayne 

Seminary (more to follow on this), and please let Pastor Beinke know also if you plan to attend. 
 

LCMS 2019 National Rural & Small Town Mission Conference will be held 

Nov. 14–16 in Minneapolis, Minn., at the Doubletree by Hilton Bloomington-Minneapolis South. 

Registration opened March 15th. The blessings and challenges facing rural and small-town 

congregations today will be addressed. Congregations will be encouraged to cultivate ways to 

become healthy churches, eager to bear witness for Christ, able to show mercy to those in need in 

communities and develop a robust life together with fellow members. Visit lcms.org/rstm to register. 

For additional information call 888-463-5127 or email rstm@lcms.org 
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Parish Happenings 
 

Trinity Church New Milford, Connecticut Celebrates 

60th Anniversary. (1958 - 2018)  On All Saints Sunday, 

November 4, 2018 District President Timothy Yeadon 

preached at the Divine Service.  (In photo from left is: 

Pastor Christian Bunzel, pastor of Trinity, Ben Weimar: 

Torch Bearer, Ayden Gold: Crucifer, Dominic Wesaw, 

Acolyte, Cody Forbes (Torch Bearer), and President 

Timothy Yeadon. 

 

 

 

Supportive Hands, Immanuel, Danbury, 

CT. On November 30, Supportive Hands, 

a small group ministry from Immanuel 

Lutheran Church and School in Danbury, 

CT provided 22 college students with 2 

dozen cookies, two beautiful cards and 

other Christmas trinkets. These cookies 

are sent to assist in reducing tension 

during their final exams.  Supportive 

Hands received $250 Thrivent Choice 

dollars to pay for the postage and coffee 

hour. 

 

 

New England District 

LWML Update 
Fall Retreat Save the Date 

Nov. 1 & 2, 2019 at the DoubleTree 

Hartford 16 Ella Grasso Turnpike, 

Windsor Locks, CT Additional 

Information will be available by 

June 2019. 
LWML is now accepting Mission Project Proposals for funding in the 2020-2022 Biennium 

It’s not too early to submit your application for a mission project to be voted at the April 2020 LWML-

NED Convention. All Project Proposals are due by September 30, 2019 to the Vice President of Gospel 

Outreach, Donna Madonna. You can find the Project Proposal and Guidelines on our website at 

www.lwml-ned.org under Home | Forms & Applications, or under Departments | Gospel Outreach. 
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2019 LCEF Outreach Ministry Grants Awarded 
 
The Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) is a nonprofit ministry of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). 
Strong investors and faithful borrowers bless LCEF. It is a partnership that is working and has been blessed by our Lord. 
Part of that blessing is to be able to use our fiscal year-end operating results to offer $1,000 or $500 Outreach Ministry 
Grants to congregations, schools, and other LCMS organizations within the New England District. 

 
Qualifications included that each Outreach Ministry Grant conduct a specific local outreach/evangelism project, activity 
or event to reach lost people for Christ. Each project, activity or event was to reflect the goals of the LCEF mission 
statement – To support the church in fulfilling its mission of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ by being a Christ-centered 
servant partner of the LCMS, ensuring that funds and services are available now and in the future. 
 
The following are the 2019 recipients: 
 

 Acton, MA – Mt. Calvary Lutheran  Drive-in Movie Theater 
 Acton, MA – Mt. Calvary Lutheran  Indian Outreach Ministry 
 Bangor, ME – Hope Lutheran   A Place to Call Home 
 Easthampton, MA - Trinity Lutheran  Post-VBS Family Festival Outreach Event 
 Madison, CT – L/C of Madison   Community Open House Outreach Effort 
 New Britain, CT St. Matthew Lutheran  St. Matthew Community Outreach & Fellowship 
 New Hartford, CT – St. Paul Lutheran  Hands of Grace Outdoors 
 Springfield, MA – Trinity & NED   Community Police/Fire Outreach Event    

 
A total of $6,000 was awarded to our ministry outreach recipients. 
 
Congratulations to all recipients!  
The LCEF New England District staff looks forward to offering these ministry grant opportunities in the future 
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Circuit and Regional Breakdown 
 
REGION I 

REV. JAMES BUTLER, VICE-PRESIDENT 

 

CIRCUIT NO. 1 

CIRCUIT VISITOR — Rev. Don Colageo, Immanuel Lutheran, Manchester, NH 

Pastor Christopher Bartell, Regeneration Lutheran, Exeter, NH 

Pastor Edwin Harkey, Trinity Lutheran, Keene, NH 

Pastor George Ruwisch and Associate Pastor Bryan Stecker, Grace Lutheran, 

Nashua, NH 

Pastor William Ringer, Our Redeemer Lutheran, New Ipswich, NH 

Pastor David Mueller, Good Shepherd, Peterborough, NH 

Pastor William Ringer, Christ Lutheran, Troy, NH 

Served by Pastor Paul Nielsen, Hope Lutheran Church, Bangor, ME 

Pastor Timothy Sandeno, Redeemer Lutheran, Gorham, ME 

Pastor Paul Nielsen, Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Waterville, ME 

Pastor Calvin Kemp, Williamstown Lutheran Church, Williamstown, VT 

Pastor Matthew Rasmussen, Community Lutheran, S. Burlington, VT 

 

CIRCUIT NO. 2 

CIRCUIT VISITOR — Pastor Paul Gramit, Trinity Lutheran, Clinton, MA 

Pastor Timothy Knapp and Associate Pastor Eric Sahlberg, Mt. Calvary 

Lutheran, Acton, MA 

VACANT, Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedford, MA 

Pastor David Jacoby, Messiah Lutheran, Fitchburg, MA 

Pastor Jeremy Pekari, Messiah Lutheran, Lynnfield, MA 

also serving Messiah Lutheran is Specific Ministry Pastor Dave Brezina 

Served by Deacon Steve Vekasy, Trinity Lutheran, W. Roxbury, MA 

Pastor Jefrey Jensen, Our Savior Lutheran, Topsfield, MA 

Pastor Peter Gregory, Our Savior, Westminster, MA 

 

CIRCUIT NO. 3 

CIRCUIT VISITOR — Pastor Paul Lantz, Lutheran Church of the Cross, Hanover, 

MA 

Pastor Ingo Dutzmann, First Lutheran, Boston, MA 

Pastor Thomas Dornan, St. James Lutheran, Canton, MA 

Pastor James Butler, St. Luke’s Lutheran, Dedham, MA 

Pastor Steve Law, Lutheran Church of Wollaston, Quincy, MA 

Pastor James Hopkins, Lutheran Church of The Way, Raynham, MA 

Served by Pastor Bob Schipul, Christ Lutheran, Scituate, MA 

Pastor Leon Schultz, St. Paul Lutheran, Providence, RI 

VACANT, Our Redeemer Lutheran, Smithfield, RI 

 

REGION II 

REV. SCOTT SCHUETT, VICE-PRESIDENT 

CIRCUIT NO. 4 

CIRCUIT VISITOR — Pastor Jonathan Manor St. Paul’s Lutheran, New Hartford, CT also served by 

Specific Ministry Pastor Kevin Mongeau 

Pastor Jim Rice, Trinity Lutheran, Easthampton, MA 

Pastor Randall Bessette, First Lutheran, Holyoke, MA 

Pastor Ralph (Butch) Lanphar, Trinity Lutheran, Springfield, MA 

Pastor David D. Riley, St. John’s, Westfield, MA 

Pastor Michael Coons, Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, Enfield, CT 

Pastor Randall Pekari and Associate Pastor John Rasmussen, 

Our Savior, South Windsor, CT 

Served by Pastor Ralph (Butch) Lanphar, Good Shepherd, Suffield, CT 

 

CIRCUIT NO. 5 

CIRCUIT VISITOR — Pastor Joe Nollet, Hope Lutheran, Storrs, CT 

Pastor James Wiese, Trinity Lutheran, Ashaway, RI 

Served by Pastor Bob Mikulastik, Prince of Peace Lutheran, Coventry, CT 

Pastor Timothy Gordish, Faith Lutheran, Groton, CT 

Pastor Phillip Booe, Christ Lutheran, Amston, CT 

Pastor Scott Schuett, Redeemer Lutheran, Lebanon, CT 

Pastor Volker Heide, Lutheran Church of Madison, Madison, CT 

VACANT, Zion Lutheran, Manchester, CT 

Pastor Mark Valigorsky, St. Matthew’s, New Britain, CT 

Served by EIIT Pastor Gem Gabriel, Our Redeemer Lutheran, New London, CT 

Pastor Paul Scheyder, Christ Lutheran, Niantic, CT 

Pastor Steven Bartell, Bethany Lutheran, W. Hartford, CT 

REGION III 

REV. ROBERT BEINKE, VICE-PRESIDENT 

 

CIRCUIT VISITOR— Pastor Mark Clow, Grace Lutheran, Middletown, CT 

Pastor Kevin Karner, Immanuel Lutheran, Bristol, CT 

Pastor Scott MacDonald, St. John’s Lutheran, Meriden, CT 

Served by Pastor Kevin Mongeau, Shepherd of the Hills, Morris, CT 

VACANT, St. Paul Lutheran, Naugatuck, CT 

Pastor Christian Bunzel, Trinity Lutheran, New Milford, CT 

Pastor Joel Kotila, Holy Trinity Lutheran,  

Terryville, CT 

Pastor Robert Hass, Zion Lutheran, Wallingford, CT 

Served by Pastor Joel Kotila, St. John’s, Waterbury, CT 

 

 

CIRCUIT NO. 7 

CIRCUIT VISITOR — Pastor Eric Wismar,  

Holy Cross Lutheran, Trumbull, CT 

VACANT, Zion Lutheran, Bridgeport, CT 

Pastor David Rowold, Cheshire Lutheran, Cheshire, CT 

Pastor Walter Harper and Pastor Christopher Chandler, Immanuel Lutheran, 

Danbury, CT 

Pastor Justin Smith, Lutheran Church of the Good  

Shepherd, New Fairfield, CT 

Pastor Evan Scamman, First Lutheran, Greenwich, CT 

Pastor Rob Morris, Christ the King, Newtown, CT 

Pastor Robert Beinke, St. Peter’s Lutheran, Norwalk, CT 

VACANT, Zion Lutheran, Orange, CT 

 


