
 
 

Fifteenth  Sunday after Trinity – September 17, 2023 
Pastor Rob Morris 

 
Welcome and Prelude        Great is Thy Faithfulness Wagner
  
Opening Hymn        Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings           LSB 782 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000765 
Tune: Public domain 

 

  



 

 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
Kneel/Sit 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
Kyrie LSB 168 

 

 



 

 

   

 

 

 
  

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 
This Is the Feast LSB 171 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
 

P Let us pray.  

C Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, 

hope, and charity; and that we may obtain what You have 

promised, make us love what You have commanded; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 17:8–16 
 8Then the word of the LORD came to [Elijah], 9“Arise, go to 

Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have 

commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10So he arose and went to 

Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow 

was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me 

a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 11And as she was going 

to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in 

your hand.” 12And she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have 

nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. 

And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and 

prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13And 

Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first 

make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make 

something for yourself and your son. 14For thus says the LORD the 

God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil 

shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain upon the 

earth.’” 15And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and 

her household ate for many days. 16The jar of flour was not spent, 

neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the 

LORD that he spoke by Elijah  

 

  



A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Choral Anthem      Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring     Bach 

(9:30 a.m.)   

 
Psalm Psalm 146 

1Praise | the LORD!* 

Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;* 

 I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being. 

3Put not your trust in | princes,* 

 in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation. 
4When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;* 

 on that very day his plans | perish. 

5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* 

 whose hope is in the | LORD his God, 
6who made heaven and earth, 

 the sea, and all that is | in them,* 

who keeps faith for- | ever; 

 7who executes justice for | the oppressed,* 

 who gives food to the | hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

 8the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.* 

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 the LORD loves the | righteous. 
9The LORD watches over the sojourners; 

 he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,* 

 but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin. 

10The LORD will reign for- | ever,* 

 your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  



Epistle Galatians 5:25—6:10 
 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26Let us not 

become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 

 1Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are 

spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on 

yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2Bear one another’s burdens, and 

so fulfill the law of Christ. 3For if anyone thinks he is something, 

when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4But let each one test his 

own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and 

not in his neighbor. 5For each will have to bear his own load. 

 6One who is taught the word must share all good things with the 

one who teaches. 7Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for 

whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8For the one who sows to 

his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who 

sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9And let us not 

grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do 

not give up. 10So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 

everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 
  



Holy Gospel Matthew 6:24–34 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

  

 
  

 24[Jesus said:] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will 

hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

 25“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you 

will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will 

put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 
26Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather 

into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of 

more value than they? 27And which of you by being anxious can add 

a single hour to his span of life? 28And why are you anxious about 

clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither 

toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 

arrayed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 

which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he 

not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31Therefore do not 

be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 

‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the Gentiles seek after all these things, 

and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33But seek 

first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 

will be added to you. 

 34“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord, 

 

 
 

Sit 

 Conversation With the Children 
  



Hymn of the Day   I Leave All Things to God’s Direction LSB 719 

 

 

 

 
Text: Salomo Franck, 1659–1725; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Georg Neumark, 1621–81 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  
Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 



     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church and Passing of the Peace 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 177 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day 

overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 
Sanctus       LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 

Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 

repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by 

the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 

You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 

Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P     Lord, remember us in Your kingdom 
         and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
  



The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 

cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me. 
 

Pax Domini LSB 180 

 

 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Distribution - Note Special Instructions 
*Gluten-free and alcohol-free options available in the center of each 

serving tray: indicate to the pastor if you need one of these. 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 182 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray.  

C We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 
 



Benediction       LSB 183

 
  

 
 
Closing Hymn    Great Is Thy Faithfulness LSB 809 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Postlude                  Prelude in C Maj.                     J.S. Bach 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Today’s Volunteers and Worship Staff: (9:30 a.m.)  

Reader:  Maili Pieragostini 
Communion Assistants:  Rob Balancia and Bud Williams 
Acolyte:  Scarlett Westerfeld 
Chancel: Carole Woolery 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Shannon Simpson and Katya Pieragostini 
Communion Preparation:  Donna Miller and Hella Westerfeld 
Organist & Director of Music:  Bev Thompson 
Assistant Organist:  Elijah Morris 
Guitar:  Peter Obre 
Trumpet:  Gary Gollenberg 

Altar flowers are given today  by Anita Harris  in celebration of her sister, 

Michele Martin’s birthday; and Cindy Grabovsky in loving remembrance of  

her husband, Bazil, on his birthday, Sept. 20. 
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