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Christ the King
U Lutheran Church

Christmas Day - December 25, 2023

Welcome and Prelude

Pastor Rob Morris

Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB 367
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo-ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in  the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi- sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
A5 Al cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - 1y,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er-more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear.
To thee - ter - nal Three in One
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Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - bom King.

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2-4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.; (st. 5):

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain

Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.



Confession and Absolution LSB 203

Stand
(P)
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Kneel

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



Gloria in Excelsis Once in Royal David’s City LSB 376
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1 Once in 1oy - al Da - vid’s cit -y Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, Who is
3 For He is our child - hood’s pat - tern, Day by
4 And our eyes at  last shall see Him, Through His
5 Not in that poor, low - ly sta - ble With the
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low - ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er laid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
day like us He grew; He was lit - tle, weak, and
own re - deem -ing love; For  that child so dear and
ox - en stand - ing by Shall we see Him, but in
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ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar - y

sta - ble, And His cra - dle was a stall; With the
help - less, Tears and smiles like us He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He

heav-en, Set at God’s right hand on high. Then like

was that moth-er  mild, Je - sus Christ her lit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
feels for all our sad-ness, And He shares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is  gone.
stars His chil-dren, crowned, All in white, His praise will sound!

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95, alt.

Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-76

Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P] Letus pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten
Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen
Sit
Old Testament Reading Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38
n the first month in the second year, on the first day of the
month, the tabernacle was erected. 18Moses erected the tabernacle.
He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and
raised up its pillars. **And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and
put the covering of the tent over it, as the LORD had commanded
Moses. 2°He took the testimony and put it into the ark, and put the



Psalm

poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 2!And he
brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen,
and screened the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded
Moses. . . .

34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the
LorD filled the tabernacle. **And Moses was not able to enter the
tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the
LorD filled the tabernacle. 36Throughout all their journeys,
whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the
people of Israel would set out. *'But if the cloud was not taken up,
then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. %For the
cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it
by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their
journeys.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 2; antiphon: v. 7

"Why do the | nations rage*

and the peoples | plot in vain?
2The kings of the earth set themselves,

and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,*

against the LORD and against his anointed, | saying,
3«Let us burst their | bonds apart*

and cast away their | cords from us.”

4He who sits in the | heavens laughs;*

the Lord holds them in de- | rision.
5Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,*

and terrify them in his fury, | saying,
6«As for me, I have | set my King*

on Zion, my | holy hill.”

I will tell of | the decree:*

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
today | have be- | gotten you.

8Ask of me, and | will make the nations your | heritage,*
and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.

%You shall break them with a | rod of iron*
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”

ONow therefore, O | kings, be wise;*
be warned, O rulers | of the earth.
HServe the | LORD with fear,*



and rejoice with | trembling.
12Kjss the Son,

lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.*
Blesséd are all who take ref- | uge in him.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Choral Anthem

Epistle

Infant Lowly, Infant Holy

Polish

Titus 3:4-7

“When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, °he saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, ®'whom he poured out
on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, ‘so that being justified
by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal

life.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.



Holy Gospel John 1:1-18

Sit

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

!In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 2All things
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made
that was made. “In him was life, and the life was the light of men.
SThe light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might
believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness
about the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world. 1°He was in the world, and the world was made through him,
yet the world did not know him. 'He came to his own, and his own
people did not receive him. ?But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,
3who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth. *(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me,
because he was before me.””) 8And from his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. ’For the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ®No one has ever seen
God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him
known.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Conversation with the Children



LSB 370
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate  Where ox and ass are

3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, = Whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be bormne for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings her 1lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is bom, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98

Tune: English, 16th cent.

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church and Passing of the Peace

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

RERERE
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LSB 208
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You
so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give
thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid
on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:



Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal
life.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive
the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us
in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 210
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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0} Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.

Sit

Distribution - Note Special Instructions
*Gluten-free and alcohol-free options available in the center of each

Stand

serving tray: indicate to the pastor if you need one of these.



Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
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10 Lord, now let Your ser - vant De -
2 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther All
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part in heav’n - ly peace, For 1 have seen the

glo - ry to the Son, All glo - ry to the
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glo - 1y Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
Spir - it, For - ev - er Three - in - One;
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to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Letus pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who
in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh,
we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
(P} Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.
Closing Hymn  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child LSB 374
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1 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a  strang - er.
Heav-en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav -ior?
Shep-herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor
All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - 1y!

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859-1933
Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald
Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude
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Organist & Director of Music: Bev Thompson
Assistant Organist: Elijah Morris
Guitar: Peter Obre
Trumpet: Gary Gollenberg




